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FIRST FAIDOIT IS 10T DZAD. That!s our motto and just to prove it--besicdes at conf
tiie~~everv so often we revwdve TS TAGAZTI. This is the ninth reincarnation. 1
FIRST PADC TAGAZTIE is published every tire enough material accurmlates for  J
the g1 J441## learned savants of FIRST FLIDO by Roy Tackett, 915 green Valley ¥
Road M7, flbuquercue, llew ITexico

: 87107, July 1963
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Surprise, lere we are again. Mush, Avran, I Imow T said T would publish an
issue in April but at that tire all T had was Claire Beck!s poem, And thanlk You .
Claire, for being the first contributor to this issue,

e e |

N

T suppose -ou think Tin
going to rattle off the usual nlea for material here, 7lell....no. T would ap-
preciate it if yould send along at least a corment or two. One thinzg T would
particularly amoreciate: if vou move let me !'mow your new acddress. T manage to
catch a few chantes through the news zines but Tim eertain that nany slin by ne.
Anc Tt sure you all realize that nrinted matter is 1'0OT fortrarded br the Tost
Oifice Departrent and Uncle vrants 8¢ for each eopr he returns to me,

A few changes
of address that have core to rrr attention:

Ted = Jean Ingel, 11,1-OL 82nd Drive, yew Gardens 35, I.T.

Lloyd Zshbach, Box 9131, Chicago 90, I1linois,

Dean Gremnell, Dox 9L9, :ilwawkee 1, Tisconsin,

San osliowitz, 316 Roseville Avenue, lewar!: 7, I.J.

Tarry Shaw, 32 infield Aveme, % FERNON s 1N 570y = : ;

Se L. Smith, PhD, Sllarl “obile Home parl, nt 2, Dox 708, Clearwater o - BIES
‘1 Steeler, 1k “lacunsil fvemue, Irmions s rennsylvania,

James Taurasi, 119-Ls 27th pve,., Flushing 5, 17,7,

lonorable Seerctary Don Ford also reports one new rermber since the last re-
port: &Edmond Ilamilton, RD 2, iinsman, ohio. Somebody rmst heve gotten 7d into
a corner at “idwestcon. I tell vou those recruiters are of -otent nersuasion, One
of these days they nay even get to Tucler,

1

The Ios ingeles Science Fantasy Society polled attencees at a recent meeting
on the 12 greatest heroes of stf. The poll was later reneated throuch the ational
Fantasy Fan Federation (where nine of the then 295 merbers resnonced)., The resulis
are interesting and similar,

g T LASFS

—— i - ——

1.(tie) ITIBALL KTiMTISOI 1y AT, JTIPIISOR
JOMIT CARTIR of I'ars, 2, MORTTTIST SIITH
'8 GIIBIRT GOS3IYl 3. JOIET CARTT
L. GILES IIADTBULA L. (tie) PROFZSION CUALIZNGER
5. (tie) DICI SEATON TARZAN
FAFRD ¢ T152 GRIDY TOUSER _ BUCI. ROGERS
HORTITTEST S!TTH 7. (tie) JO Y CROSS
IAROID SuEA TAFTRD & T2 GREY [ OUSIR
CAPTAT:Y FUTURE ARCOT, "I'DE {: (ORZY (as a team)
10. ATVTIT OF TORTIZT 10, DICK SEATCY
CO™All 11, GITDIRT GO33EYH
LAZARUS 10IG IIAROLD 31EA
JO:1Y CROSS CAPTATI! FUTURE
TARZALT : COVAH

D. D, IARRITAD
T[E LITUTEILLNT
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The basic question is what does one mean by "stfit? Tf we take 1t as a straight
abbreviation for i'scientifiction" or science-fiction then, of course, sore of those
naited on the two lists do not belong at all, Tarzan, Fafhrd and the Grey ouser,
Tlarold Shea, and Conan are more properly fantasy characters. jortiwest Smith and
John Carter are marginal. If, as was evidently cone by the ITFF and the L15FS  one
uses "stf!" as a general term for the entire field of science-fiction/fantasy ten
these are readily admittable. In any event it is an interesting ques“ion and one
which T now nut to First Fandom, You have all been ‘reading stf for lo, these nany
years 8o who, in your opinion, are the 12 greatest herces of stf. T thinl: that in
this connection welll define "stfn ag including the entire field. science-fiction,
fantasy, science~fantasy, sword anc sorcery, and all the other relatec elements,
Send in your answers and Tt!1l publish the results in the next issue. v own choice?
luber One is Iinnison. After that T nmust stop an¢ do some thinking on the subiect.

Y SZCRETARY RETORTS Oif FIRST FAIDO.” IEZITTIIG AT :ID IZSTCOY

—

The First Fandonm meeting held at this year's lildwestcon was in the Cincinnati
suite, room 8, at the l'orth plaza :otels This followed a banquet at vhich everyons
stuffed themselves full, The banquet had been dropned for a number of years at 1id-
westcon and was resumed this year by vopular request., It was held at Davidts Duffet,
out Reading Road from the notel., Tt was a Snorgasborg, T anyone did not get full,
it was becouse they vere bashful, or else Tou Tabalkar was there ahead of hin,

Present at the First Fandon neeting were: - ¢, 1., Darrett, Dr & Ivs p, 7. Iiller,
Bea Taylor, Bob ladle; Don Ford, 0sear “oeller, Dale Tarr, jloward DeVore »y 4
Bielfeldt, Ben leifer, ILou Tabakow, Joe llensley, Tionel Tnman, Zd Hardlton, and neob
Tucker,

The Treasurer reported 714,00 in cash on hand and no bills outstandirg, A let-
ter from Roy Taclett was read noting that there is a decided lack of participation
from the membership with regards to the magazine, Cortent and contributions are
needed and asled for,

“adle brought up past business and discussion ensved on the folloving:
Ae TFirst Fandon display booth at “forld Conventions,
Bas J1all of Farme pvrard,
Ce The inactivity of the coimittess appointed for these vprojects,
D. Seience Toncer nroject.

liadle reported that Tymn Mielvan has quit his o0ld job and is now bacl: in Ohic,
Tt is hoped that he vill have tire for nore fan publishing in the future., One project
Lymn is worlding on is a fanrmag deveted to the old pulps and titled #The ™ulp mra,n

The subject of an ad in the Diseen Progran Book was discussed and a full nage
advertisenent was authorized. iadle, Pavlat, etc., to tale care of details,

The First Fandon meeting at Tashington was discussed and it was cecided to sched-
ule it for Sunday night (Tasquerade D211 is Saturday night) imediately after the last
iten on the progran., Discon prorises not too rmeh prograr anywray so wetll meet about
8:30 or 2:00, iadle was stuck with the tasl: of nicldng out a good neeting roon,

\Jetll get the ice and glasses, ..bring your favorite libation and wetll have a swinging
meeting.

A trophy for the Ilall of Fare fward was selected. Tt w1l be a standard trovhy
nodified by the addition of a I‘obius Stirin at the top. The tronhy has been ordered
and will be modified when received. There being no further business e adjourned to
the nearest varty,

y DOIT FORD
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PIRST -TMNBES ARSI RO RvT

Reported by
ALVA ROGERS

The first official reeting/party of First Fandom ever to be held at a “estercon
was held Thursday evening, July by 1963, at 10:00 p.m, in the convention suite s room
328, of the Nyatt House, Durlingame s California,

Several nonths ago, while worldng up the progran for the 16th Testercon, Ben
Stark and T discussed the »0ssibility of scheduling a First Fandon reeting-—an idea -
that care to me after reading Bob ladlels account of the Chicon IIT meeting in Fri- 8,
and checldng off the number of west coast rerbers in The ‘embership. I rentioned it
to both Roy Tackett and Don Ford and’ they both said, mihy not?t ’hy not, indeed.

Ben and T talked our co—corritteenen, Bill Donaho and Chairman L1 halevy, into letting
us 1list a FMirst Fandon neeting as part of the regular prograr, but lirited to ren-
bers and selected guests,

The neeting was scheduled in the Progran Book to follow the film (Fritz Jangts
DIZ FRAU I'" 10ID), and was also announced to the merbers viering the filn irmediately
following its conclusion,

Sometire during the afternoon Ben and T realized wetd neglected to do anything
ebout refreshrents for the party, so we each kicked in ten buels and T went over the
Bayshore Ireeway into Burlingame and bought three’quarts @ bourbon, one quart of
brandy, and a hali—dozen or so big bottles of rix, figuring this would be plenty for
the handful of 0ld timers who would shew .

The party started off quietly. The first person to show up, I belicve, ras art
idner, who has in recent rionths core out of hiding and begun to be active in The
Iittle llen and the golden Gate FMturian Society, Hard on the heels of “Tidner came
Don I'ranson, who is a Good :&an, and was a big help to the concom by mamning the regig-
trationdesl when we ran out of help, The next person to come in was “lrmer Perdue.
Getting real stuffy, I aslked Uncle Tlmer for his credentials, God admitted that he
wasn't a formal “enber of Mirst Fandon, but claimed eligibility by virtue of having
joined Ackermants nail order lending library back about 1930 or so. Just then Forry
cave in and T asled hinm if he would vouch for Mler, Forry's menory wasn't quite as
sharp and keen as Tlnerts, but he allowed as how it as probably true, so we decided
to let hin stay, By this time rost of the aged ancd decrepit fans had arrived and
were ralting alarming inroads on the booze s Vhich managed, however, to last. The re-
maining bona fide merbers attending twere Roy 5quires, Stan ‘foolston, and.,.fred Pohl,
Yes, Ired flew all the way fron lew Vork to attend tie First Fandon meeting at the
‘Testercon,

Being neo~First Fandomites, anC not 'movrinz how these things are custonmarily
run, Jen anc I invited Tony Doucher, who thinls he Just dght qualify for rirst Fan-
dom and is seriously thinling about anplying, Sarmel Davenport Russell, who insists
he's not old enough to be in first Fancom, a nice guyr nared Jim Rlish who ought to be
in ffirst Pandom, and a couple of rank neo-fans » Bill Donaho and Al havevy,

o party is a success, as far as Ttn concerned, vithout its quota of woren. The
party really didn't have its quota, but it was certainly enhanced by the presence of
red Pohlts wonderful wife s Carol; lovely Iyn "latson, irho came with Roy Squires;
bouneing, ebullient Gretchen Sclrrenn, squired by 5ill Donaho; and ry own incormparable
vife, Sid, These lovely ladies gave the party a tone it 7ould have lacked otherrise.
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Roy Squires, whose impaccably zroowed selt-and-pepner beard rives him an aura of
dignity that is most impressive » Pronosed the only item of business that was brought
up at this meeting/party. Roy!s pronosal, as near as T can remember, ras thet this
groun draw up a resolution to be presentec to the rembership for a vote that onor-
ary :‘emberships in First Fandom be bestored automatically on any fan who started
reading science-fiction prior to 193} rithout saic fan having to apply, that the mem-
bershin be for life, amnd thab no dues iould be required, lothing concrete wos ar-
rived at, but we had fun Heking the idea around far a ~hile md discussin~ the »os-
sible eligibles: TForry, Perdue, ollieim, Tucler.

At frequent intervals during the course of the party there would be persistent
seratchings at the door, and vwhen Tid onen it I would find ryself confronted by
hoards of callow neo-fannish faces » 211 cl-moring to be let in to the old fosgiest

narty, and calling me all sorts of uncormlinentary nares when T refused to allowr
then entrance,

Despite these annoyances the party prog!?ssedl::oothly for an hour or seo "rith
“meh animated conversation Endrrean-ampoome Sounounid of ligunor, Finally, the niti-
ful cries of the excluded ones 2t the door could be resisted no lenger and T threw
oven the door of the Convention Suite (or the bordelilo Toom, as Sid called it all
during the con because of the ommulent ugliness of the furnsshi ngs and decor of tle
place) and let the voungsters in, The first ‘estercon First Fandem perty was of-—
ficially over and now belonged to fannish histery,

T was real pleased with the turn out Tor this first ‘Jest Coast First Tandom
bash, There were eight official rembers oresent: ‘clierman, Pohl, Hdner, 3oquires,
Franson, ‘oolston, Starlk, anc Rogers. Tn addition there were tiree who meet the re-
quirerents for membershin but who do not belong: Dlish, “oucher, and Percdue, 'nd
one T thin': would qualify but who odestly deimirs: 5am Russell, This certainly sug-
gests that this should -= and could successfully — becoze a nermanent feature »f
Testercons just as it is at Iidvestcons and ‘Torldcons; and alse conclusively affirms
the fact that "First Tandom is not dead .t

ALVA ROGIERS
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rirst Fandom is not dead--just suffers “renm brolken arms anparently, Tnasruch as not
even tle Tresidcnt feels it necessary to notifv the O of a chanze of adAaress this
issuve is going first class so that it will be Torwarced to its ancient addressees,
I'ew address: Robert Macdle, L4105 Bestor Drive s Roclville, [arvyland. 3a2id address
change cribbed from ST'RSFIITTE, Ton I1likt!s chitter—chatter newszine,
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BELIOT

'rom ambient slime I tale this substance.

Tt briefly holds the share T give to it.

By ry beast hands this JTwm of mud

Is different from other slire.

I'ind throvsh ry beast eves see''s outward

In the darlmess to where Rigel thunders,

And Tarther vet, toward the edges of the wheel.
Tith wind from ry beast throat T smeal: to vou
llandless, accursed and blind, unans:wsin~ stars.
I have made this,

“That have vou done®

CLAIRE BZCH
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AUGUST DIRLETH
SAUII CITY, “fISCOISIN

Dear Don Ford,

A1) thanks for yours of the 17th. Itm afraid that my early ears are an open book to
anyone who has read ZUTiTIG II" SFRII'G, "TALDDIT 35T, VILIAGE YEAR, ete. —-and even
such juveniles as T ;00 TTIDIERS. I supnose, specifically, I haven'!t put devm rmuch
about science-fiction because, to tell the truth, it played a relatively minor part
in my life — for me it has always been a division of fantasy, and nothing will
change that. I mace riy acquaintance with s-f in Teird Tales, to which T was intro-
duced by the corner druggist, who lmew T bought Secret Service every week and figured
I was a sucker for U/T, And, of course, I was, Y began it HTh [mber 2 » but wrote
quicizly for jumber T and T still have a comlete run, After the initial vears of VoD
T was quite ready for Amazing Stories when it came, ar! T read it avidly, though I
have kent only the firs¥ ¥Tvio years of 1t, and sore scattered issues since., T still
subscribe, however, as T do to several other s—f mazazines, Bubt vou will 'mow it!s a
coimon experience for all of us that the s—-f of today can't hold a candle to the s-f
of yesterday, That is not, of course, because of the degree of excellence—that has
really nothing to do with it: it is only because, being olcder and more widely read,
our frame of reference is wider, and our critical faculties imch sharver than they
viere in the 1920s,

Irom T —— by August 1926 -~ T branched out to correspondents —- first 11, P, loveeraft,
then €lark Ashton Smith, Henry S. “hitehead, Don ‘’andrei, Robert E. roward —- snd on
to Bob Bloch, TTankt Zuttner, Fritz Ieiber (vho shortly joined the Cliff Dwellers Club,
of which T was an out-of-state nember, Ray Bradbury — but why name them all? Ttve
corresponced with a great many writers in s-I; I remember even Dr. 1iles J. Breuer in
the early days. David [{. Xeller is still a corresmoncent. All of these neonle
served in a very real sense as ry windows on the world — Lovecrait was the fountain
of ideas, guidinz my voracious rezding habits to sore extent — and twrith younger wri-
ters there was always the exchange of current ideas. A writer in a small torm is
virtually submerged, well away from those weonle tho could be talled to on a corrmon
nlane —- and sometimes this is true of a writer no matter where he is -- so corres-
nondents freouently talke the place of friends at hand, Of course, I corresnonded vrith
peonle like Sinclaire Tewis, Shertwood ‘nderson, Tdger Iee liasters, Jesse Stuart » eteg,
etc., ete,, too, and Zona Gale lived only 29 miles aray on the one stde of torm and
frank Lloyd “right 23 miles on the other —- so T was not exactly isolated. And tle
University of “fisconsin was only 25 miles east of Saul City. T szldom look over my
shoulder now; nost of those early correspondents are gone., Don “7andrei still writes
once a week or so, D, H. [eller as the spirit moves him, and those who are left of

the younger——nerr middle-aged vriters — nloch, Leiber, Bradbury —- are too busy to
write, Today I have my otm younger corresmondents s 211 trying to write, and tke wheel
turns, inevitably,

Despite all this, howrever, I was not at all obsessed by fantasy as sorme of the fans
seem to be in every generation, T hed sore devotion to sherlock Holmes —- ran my owm
S.5.5¢ (Secret Service Syndicate ~ therets something about this in ZymiTig T smIn

- and note the parallel with PT's Providence Detective Agencyl) —- not for the de-
tection of crime -~ ohy no§ -- for the accurmlation of gossip which misht serve me to
blackmail oldsters who lept getting in my way —- and it did serve me well, importantly,
trrice (also in ZV=IIG Tit S5PRTI'G) —-- not blaclmail for money, but simoly for silence
and noriinterference in my first love affairyis
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And T fished -= alas) T have no time Zor that nows the last time T fished was in a
river slough for sunfish in Aoril 1942t - long hours, too —— lhiled extensively, etc,,
ete., and mana-ed to yant near the top of my class in nish school —-— and fantasy
over the whole field was only a part, as it is now, of uy reading. Too many fans
are cevoted to s~f or the general fantasv field +oo exclusively, and their value—
Judgenents arc sad, sad, T had to wor!: in Summer —- in a canning factory (T wrote
about it in "ATDEN TZST) -~ my family wasnts poor, but it trasntt well off, either —-
We got along corfortably, but no more s Sens bank balances, et al, and s father
frequently vut in an 18 hour day as a blacksmith and vagon ‘maker, later as a caren—
ter ,’d‘-;_:'.ouse-painter_, dance-insnector, eonstruction crew foreman, deouty sheriff 2 .ebe.
5o I worked for 11 swmers » tntil T was 25, and then Quit because I could malee more
onel” writing even then than T could Woridng at the mmnilicent waze of 27%¢ an hour)
iothing is 4in those years of s—r fanaticism, T read not only "7ells and Zeller and
Verne, Poe, lovecraft, Smith, “TMitchead, 3reuer, etc., but also 7, T, “encken and
Talt 1"hitman, Thoreau, Zherson, Thonas Mardy, Troust, Tionas “ann, “aushan, Tom
Tolfe, Buyemans, achen, Compton “aclenzie, ete., cte. 3o I am afraid that there is
very little in iy carly years of any intercst to Mrst Fandcen,

A\
Best to you, Cordially,

AUGUST DERTETI

T

Contrary to your last sentence » Brother Derleth, both Don Ford and T found vour let-
ter to be of mueh interest and wre feld that it would also be of interest to tie rest
of Tirst Fandon, T111 have to agree about fang devotin: themselves to the fantasv
fiecld almost exclusively as T am one of those unlianyy creatures, Thesie cays anvway,
A few years ago oy reading tastes were more catholic but at tle wnresent T Con't have
as much time available for reacing as T did then so T Stick prett—r close to stf for
light reading and to ancient histor: and archaeolorical texts Tor +he non-Tfiction
side. One of these days, thouzh, Tin going to catch wp,,..T ‘eep telline iysel s, RT

ind now we have

A LSSAGE TROI” T'ZZ PRESTOZIT

——— —

The recent First Fanden necting, held at the “idwestcon, was small, but fruitful,
Tt was definitely decided that the initial FPirst Fandom ell of Tane Award will be
presented, The recinsient is one of the really great nen of science fiction - and,
a’ter a short discussion, tras wnaninously selected, Tt is anvicinated theot similar
awards 7ill be nade annually, "

Y'e took in two newr members at the meeting - Zdmond mamilion and Job Tucler, Ed,
vho has been writing S-" since 102% > referenced a letter in a 1919 fRGCSY as his
qualification for merbership, Bob has been boyeotting the organization because e
have been talting in as neuabers fans wio dont't date bac!: to 193L.,

The feeling among the oficers 0f BT is that naybe we have been trving to get
too many big projects going at once. Tt was decided to taclde then one at a tire,
The llall of Fame ‘ward is now 6f7 the ground, The next effort will be discussed -t
the next meebins, This meeting will be held Sunday, Sentember 1, at amroximatcly
9:00 p.riy at the "orldeon, The exact roon mumber will be listed in the Progran
booklet,

Bring your ovm poison,

- ROBIRT A, "ADLE
¥

Bob Tucker in First Fandom? 'Y, this young fellow is certainly becoming active in
fandon. Tast rear, T belicve it vas, he joined the i'ational Fantasv Tan Pederation
and now First Fandom, “Jouldn't be at all surprised to find hin putting out a Lanmag
one of these days,....probably eall 1+t 11T Z0IBIE or something lile that,

That's it, goa people, till next tine, Tike late-. R X T R W PN : To)'g
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